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What You Need to Understand Before Reading This
To avoid confusion, I want to make sure you have a basic understanding of how traffic offenses are set up in the Municipal Court (MC) module.

In the MC module, there are three sets of traffic offenses.  One set of traffic offenses is the one that I would call the city’s traffic offenses.  The city’s traffic offenses can be found using Misc/Municipal Court/Setup/Offenses.  These are the traffic offenses that your law enforcement officer will cite when he or she issues a ticket.

The second set of traffic offenses is the one I call the Standard (State) Reportable Traffic Offenses (RTOs).  The State’s RTOs can be found using Misc/Municipal Court/Setup/Standard (State) Reportable Traffic Offenses.  The State’s RTOs are divided into two classifications:  Minor and Major.

The third set of traffic offenses is the one I call the Standard (State) Suspension Traffic Offenses.  The State’s Suspension Traffic Offenses can be found using Misc/Municipal Court/Setup/Standard (State) Suspension Traffic Offenses.  Most of the suspension traffic offenses are a mixture of Major and Minor State RTOs.
Why do we need two sets of traffic offense codes?
This is a good question.  It is fairly easy to explain, but perhaps not so easy to understand.

When you report traffic convictions to the State, the State needs to make sure they know exactly what the driver was convicted of.  Further, they sometimes have to pass along the conviction information along to another state.  The only way this can be done is to use a uniform set of traffic offense codes that mean the same thing to everyone involved.  Hence, we have the State’s RTOs, a standard set of traffic offense codes.

Your city, of course, can use the same codes when issuing traffic tickets.  However, most cities enforce statutes and ordinances that, for whatever reason, they want to identify with traffic codes different from the codes used for the State’s RTOs.  The problem is, how can we report these “different” traffic codes to the State as required by law?  After all, if we report the “different” traffic code to the State, the State will not know exactly what the driver was convicted of.
For this reason, to report the “different” traffic codes to the State, GS allows you to set up your own set of city traffic offenses, each of which you must match or map to a specific State RTO.  Then when the city traffic offense is reported to the State, the State RTO code is used rather than the city’s code to make sure the State understands what the traffic conviction was for.

Overview of Changes By the State of Kansas
Effective July 1, 2009, the State of Kansas (KDOR) has a new set of “Reportable Traffic Offenses.”  Also, there is a new set of “Suspension Offenses” that the State will allow to be used for drivers license Suspensions.
The new set of Reportable Traffic Offenses, both Minor and Major, is included in Attachment #3 (Rev. 07/2009).

The new set of Suspension Offenses is included in Attachment # 7 (Rev. 7/2009).

What changes were made to the new sets of offenses?
There were several types of changes made to the State’s Reportable Traffic Offenses and Suspension Offenses:  1) new traffic codes were added, 2) one traffic code was removed, and 3) statutes and STOs were added and/or removed from various Minor and Major Reportable Traffic Offenses.

Discussed below are the specific traffic codes that were added and removed.

NOT discussed below are the new statutes and STOs that the State has “assigned” to the Standard Reportable Traffic Offenses.  These changes have been updated for you automatically and you do not have to be concerned with them.

Minor Reportable Traffic Offenses (State RTOs)
· New Traffic Codes Added:  E01, E70, F02, F04, F66, M81, M82
· Previous Traffic Codes Removed:  None
Major Reportable Traffic Offenses (State RTOs)
· New Traffic Codes Added:  A10, A33, B19, B56
· Previous Traffic Codes Removed:  None
Drivers License Suspension Offenses
· New Traffic Codes Added:  B91, VR7, VR9
· Previous Traffic Codes Removed:  DI9
What do I need to do about these changes?
First, you need to understand that only the State RTOs were updated.  No changes were made to the city’s traffic offenses.  Thus, you need to focus your attention on what changes you want to make to your city’s traffic offenses (Misc/Municipal Court/Setup/Offenses).

Here are some suggestions:

· Print a copy of the Minor and Major State RTOs (Misc/Municipal Court/Setup/Standard (State) Reportable Traffic Offenses).
· Add the new Minor and Major RTOs to your list of city traffic offenses.
· Take another look at your current city traffic offenses and check the State RTO code that each is matched (or mapped) to.
· Note:  If you find that certain State RTO codes are not in your list of city traffic offenses, and they are not listed above as being new, there is a good chance, the State RTO code was never in your city list of traffic offenses.  Go ahead and add it now!

Note:  I don’t think you need to be in any hurry to get this stuff done.  If you have a problem, the conviction likely will be rejected by the State and you can deal with it at that time.
A New Twist on 999 Codes
Some of the new Minor RTO codes identified above as being added, will be treated by the State as if they are 999 codes.  That is, in the return files they will appear in the 999 return file instead of the Add return file.
This will only affect you when you try to account for all of the Minor convictions you submitted.  If you do not find one or more Minor convictions in the Add file, check to see if they are in the 999 return file.


